
DELTA UNITED CHURCH 

Annual Report 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a caring Community of Faith, committed to following  

the way of Jesus Christ. We welcome all and provide Worship,  

Pastoral Care, Christian Education, and Outreach.  

Delta United Church is a place of Friendship and Hope for all who enter. 

 

 

 

 

 

905-545-9520 

47 Ottawa St. South, Hamilton, L8K-2C9 

www.deltaunitedchurch.ca 

http://www.deltaunitedchurch.ca/


 

 

 

  



DELTA UNITED CHURCH – ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR 2016 

      

       CONTENTS 

1) MINISTER’S REPORT          1 

2) PRESBYTERY REPORT          2 

3) CHAIR OF COUNCIL’S REPORT         4 

4) ROLL CLERK’S REPORT & CHANGES TO THE DELTA UNITED CHURCH FAMILY    6 

5) PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE REPORT         7 

6) PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT         8 

7) MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT       10 

8) SENIOR CHOIR COMMITTEE REPORT        11 

9) WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT       12 

10) SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT         14 

11) CONCERT COMMITTEE REPORT          15 

12) MISSION AND OUTREACH REPORT         16 

13) DELTA UNITED SOCIAL CLUB (DUSC) REPORT       17 

14) DELTA BOOK CLUB REPORT         18 

15) CROWN POINT COMMUNITY REPORT        19 

16) 31ST
 SCOUTING REPORT          20 

17) DELTA UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (UCW) REPORT       22 

18) UCW’S 2016 FINANCIAL STATEMENT        23 

19) UCW’S PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET        25 

20) TRUSTEES’ REPORT          27 

21) TRUSTEES’ FINANCIAL STATEMENT        28 

 

      APPENDICES 

A. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR YEAR 2015      29 

B. COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS         32  

C. NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT* (JOYCE ROBB, CHAIR)        

D. CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR 2016* (GLORIA WEIR, TREASURER)    

E. CONGREGATIONAL PROPOSED  BUDGET FOR YEAR 2017* (GLORIA WEIR, TREASURER)  
 

       *to be distributed at the AGM for year 2016, on Jan. 29, 2017 



 

  



 

DUC Annual Report 2016 Page 1 

MINISTER'S REPORT 

REV. SHELLEY SMITH 
 

The Annual Report is one of the ways in which we review the life and work of the 

congregation during the past year and look forward to the year ahead. As I read the reports 

in this document, it is uplifting to see the commitment and dedication for ministry at Delta 

United Church. 

There were many Delta highlights for me this year: the world day of prayer service and 

reception held in the Delta Friendship Centre; our services during Holy week; and the three 

wonderful concerts held in our Sanctuary, as well as our many activities during the 

Christmas season. 

Building community is an important element in a faith community. The people of Delta 

have worked diligently to reach out to people in our community and the world at large. We 

continue to support Wesley Centre as well as Delta’s own small food pantry, named Edith’s 

Pantry, in memory of my Grandma. We help ten families monthly with food, gift cards and 

bus tickets that come from our benevolent offering during our Communion Services. 

Special thanks to the United Church Women for contributing to this fund. May we continue 

to find creative ways to reach out to others in the community. 

I would like to thank the wonderful staff at Delta. It has been a pleasure to work with 

Denise Forget, Shiona Mackenzie and Heather Snowden this year. They bring many gifts to 

Delta and we are blessed to have them on our team. I would also like to thank Bob Penner 

and Mike Van Oldenbarneveld for their commitment and dedication to their custodial 

duties at Delta United Church.  

Many thanks to Gloria Weir, also, for her wonderful skills as our Treasurer.  

Finally, I want to thank our Chair, Joe Barker, for his dedication and commitment in 

leading our Council over this past year. We have been able to navigate through some 

challenging issues with grace and humour. Delta continues to be blessed with many gifted 

lay leaders and faithful members. May we continue to encourage and affirm one another as 

we live out our call to be the church. 

Please read all of the following reports, as they reflect our commitment to living the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  

May God continue to bless our ministry at Delta United Church. 
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PRESBYTERY REPORT 

HUGH TOPE 
 

Following are highlights of the Presbytery Meetings attended by Rev. Shelley Smith and 

myself. 

As of Feb. 1, 2016, Wesley Urban Ministries had welcomed 549 Government Assisted 

Refugees. Wesley expected to welcome a total of 877 refugees by the end of that month. 

Information on ways to help the refugees by donating items, volunteering, or becoming a 

host family is available on the website wesley.ca; click on the Syrian Refugee portal.  

Wesley received $109,000 from the Mission and Service Fund of Hamilton Conference in 

2016 to help support: Wesley Day Care Centre; healthcare; housing support; and activities. 

The funds from the Mission and Service Fund will be reduced to $59,000 in 2017. To 

maintain the present operating budget, additional funds will be required from the 

community.    

There are eight Remits that need to be reviewed and approved by all Presbyteries and the 

changes made to the Basis of Union: 

 Candidacy Pathway   Elimination of Transfer Settlement  

 Funding the New Model   Ministry Partners within Mutual 
Recognition Agreement  

 Office of Vocation   One Order of Ministry  

 Step toward a New Model of Membership   Three Council Model 

 

The Remits are available to view on the General Council website. 

Hamilton Presbytery convened a special meeting on Nov. 15, 2016, to review half of the 

Remits which need to be approved by Feb. 2017. The remaining Remits will be reviewed 

and approved during a regular meeting by June 2017.  

Pioneer Memorial Church and St. Columbia Presbyterian Church made an ecumenical 

shared ministry agreement on April 1, 2016. The shared ministry was approved and started 

on Sept. 1, 2016. The congregations meet every other month at their respective churches.    

The Blanket Ceremony, which reviewed the history of the First Nations people from before 

the settlement of exploring nations to the present time, was presented at the May 

Presbytery meeting. The presentation covered the formation of treaties, the residential 

school, and the Indian Act imposed by the government. The ceremony helped us 

understand the changes imposed on and difficult times of the First Nations People. 

At the June Presbytery Meeting, Lay Worship Leaders Licenses were renewed from June 1, 

2016 to June 30, 2017 for Sarah Ferguson, Phil Harrison, John Vanduzer and Edie Zuk. 
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The grand total of funds raised by the 25th Annual Wesley Case for Kids Walk on June 5 at 

Bayfront Park, amounted to $105,000. Delta United Church raised $855 towards that total 

on the day of the event. Additional funds were collected after the event bringing our total 

contribution to $1,000. Delta United Church continues to be a ‘Pacesetter Silver’ church. 

The United Church of Canada reduced its 2016 annual grant to Wesley Urban Ministries by 

almost half. As a result, the hours of operation were reduced to 35 hours per week starting 

October 1, 2016. The reduction was not to affect the critical meal program. Wesley will 

continue to serve hot meals seven days a week, including the Sunday dinner program.  

The Wesley Christmas Store will be held at Pioneer Memorial Church in 2017. 

Five Oaks ceased operation on Nov. 15, 2016, but it was hoped that groups could make use 

of the building by the day or the week until the next Annual Meeting of Conference. The 

main reason for closing is a lack of adequate finances; the buildings are in need of costly 

repairs. 

The Presbytery and Conference Assessments for 2017 will be $11.36 and $36.40 

respectively. This totals $47.76 – the same as 2016. The information will be posted on the 

Presbytery website instead of distributed by email to the congregations. 
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CHAIR OF COUNCIL’S REPORT 

JOSEPH BARKER 

 

As I look back over the past year at Delta United Church, it is clear to me now that my 

statement “For 2016 – Bring it On!” was taken quite literally. We were immediately 

challenged with the ongoing drainage issue. This caused a delay in acquiring the much-

anticipated new window for the main kitchen. Repairs and maintenance continue to be a 

drain on our resources. Your Property Committee needs and deserves your support as we 

strive to keep our building operational. 

All of our committees have been exceptionally busy in 2016 and I encourage you to read 

their reports carefully. The committee reports, as well as Council’s Report, are available for 

your review in a binder in the Sanctuary.  

Committee members give of themselves tirelessly for the benefit of us all. To every one of 

them I say, “Thank You!” 

Some of the things we accomplished this year include, but certainly are not limited to: 

replacement of the main kitchen window and lights; ‘Work Day’ in the spring; Summer 

Services; the ‘Bring Light to Delta’ campaign; a successful Christmas Bazaar; delightful 

concerts; the annual Crafter/Vendors Market; ‘Kids-only Christmas Shopping’; providing 

support to the disadvantaged through Edith’s Pantry; and an increase in our church facility 

rentals. 

The past year also brought sadness with the passing of Mary Hamilton, Jimmy Holmes, 

Bruce Macdonald, Phyllis Wells, and June Willrich. We fondly remember these wonderful 

people, their love and support for this church and for us.  

Please keep them and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

In 2017, Rev. Shelley Smith enters her seventh year with us here at Delta. How time has 

flown by! It seems not long ago when she purchased her house and began renovations.  

I thank Rev. Shelley for her spiritual leadership and guidance; for her love for and 

commitment to this congregation, to our community and to wholehearted living.  

No-one can predict what 2017 holds for Delta United Church. We continue to struggle with 

deficit budgets and a building in need of repair. Council awaits the report from the Steering 

Committee which has been tasked with reviewing all aspects of our budget and returning 

with recommendations.  

I believe God has a plan for us and His plan will be revealed in time. Our job is to stay the 

course. 
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In closing, let me just say it has been an honour and privilege to serve as your Chair of 

Council. I leave you with the first verse of a Dave Roberts poem, titled ‘Lighten Up Today’ 

(Source: www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/lighten-up-today): 

When you’re going through life’s valleys, 

And you think there’s no way out, 

You’re not the first to feel this way. 

There’s hope, without a doubt. 

Most importantly, to all of you for never giving up, for always being there, for your 

generosity, hard work, friendship, love, and devotion – not only to this church, but also to 

each other – Thank You and God Bless You. 

For 2017 – Bring it On! Again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/lighten-up-today
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ROLL CLERK’S REPORT 

JOYCE ROBB 

 

Active Membership at January 1, 2016 65 

Moved to “Out-of-Town/Inactive” List 17 

Removed by Death 05 

Added by Transfer 03 

Number of Active Members as of December 31, 2016                     50 

Number on “Out-of-Town/Inactive” List 32 

Number of Families under Pastoral Care (includes inactive members) 82 

Total Number on Congregational List (active list only) 84 

 

 

CHANGES TO THE DELTA UNITED CHURCH FAMILY IN 2016 

We rejoice with those who joined our church family! 

Received through transfer: 

 May 29  Jack White and Tori Wilson  
 Dec. 4  Susan Travers 
 

Received through baptism: 

 May 15  Julia Elizabeth Tope (Daughter of Shannon and Kevin Tope) 

 May 29 Lucy Maria Wilson (Daughter of Tori and Mitch Wilson) 
 Oct. 9  Noah William Raymond Bedard (Son of Chantel Gerous & Justin Bedard) 

 

We share our love and faith with those who grieve the loss of loved ones: 

 Feb. 11 Phyllis Wells 

 May 23 June Willrich 
 June 26 Jim Holmes 
 Sept. 13 Bruce Macdonald 

 Oct. 29 Mary Hamilton 
 

We celebrate with those who chose to join their lives in marriage: 

 Oct. 23  Alexandra Victoria Miculun & Christopher Jordan Milko 
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PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE REPORT 

REV. SHELLEY SMITH 

 

Current Pastoral Care Committee members:  

 Colleen Earl  Thora Ellis  

 Julie Gibson   June Peace 

 Shirley Pickard   Rev. Shelley Smith (Chair)  

 Harold and Helen Wortman  

 

Pastoral care is a very important aspect of our faith community. Pastoral care happens in 

many different ways – phone calls to check in with people who were absent from Sunday 

worship, picking up people and driving them to church and back home, and sending cards 

to people to let them know we are thinking of them. 

Our committee did not formally meet as frequently in 2016 as we did in the past. However, 

we had many productive chats during coffee time on Sundays throughout the year.  

Special thanks for Colleen Earl’s dedication to sending out cards to those who were ill, 

bereaved, or facing difficult decisions around health and housing.  

Sincere thanks also go to our members who made pastoral visits throughout 2016.   

Please let Rev. Shelley know when someone is sick or in need of a phone call or a visit. 

May we continue to feel God’s presence in all that we do. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

TRICIA FRASER  
 

2016 was an active year for your Property Committee, trying to maintain the building so 

that it is comfortable, safe, and well-lit for all the groups that utilize Delta United Church 

spaces.  

 

The 2016 Property Committee members:  

 Tricia (Trish) Fraser (Chair)   Dale Lenz  

 Bob Lewis   Doug Robb 

 Bill Urie   Gary Wildish 

 

Exterior brickwork was done by Dave Madden to repair and replace the cracked bricks 

around our side entrance.  

 

We continue to monitor the movement of the building occurring around the lower level 

men’s washroom and kitchen; around the upstairs hallway, at the end of the hall by the 

men’s washroom and by the Board Room. We had engineers come and give us an 

evaluation and some suggestions for the next steps that need to be taken to help us 

determine what solutions/decisions will need to be made in the near future. 

 

Roll-a-Bead Welding came and made two repairs to replace leaking pipes in Memory Hall, 

and Fueltec Combustion Corp. did some part replacement in order that we could get 

another heating season from our aging boiler system. 

 

The flat roof over the boiler room was replaced to solve the leaking issues we were having. 

 

A. B. Wass did parts replacement to keep our alarm system working. 

 

The UCW paid for replacement of the large window in the big kitchen, helping to reduce 

heat loss from the old single-pane windows that were there. 

 

Bill and I are on the hunt to figure out how the resourceful neighborhood squirrels are 

making their way into the church attic. 

 

Lights in the exterior sign were replaced, so now our messages to inform the community of 

our events are visible at night time. 

 

We held a “Bring a Light to Delta” fundraising campaign and you all stepped up and helped 

us purchase new energy efficient LED light fixtures for the lower hallways, parlor,  
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and three other rooms. This should help to reduce our energy consumption for the coming 

year. 

 

We had a good ‘Work Day’ in May, 2016, and accomplished various small jobs that needed 

doing. We will be having another one this spring to tackle gardening upkeep and some 

indoor repairs. 

 

Thanks to Gary’s diligent work with our long-time and new renters, our rental income has 

increased to $36,945 for 2017. This income is what covers a large portion of Delta United 

Church’s bills and keeps our doors open for us and for our outreach groups. 

 

Special thanks to Bill for being the main contact when the alarms go off at four o’clock in 

the morning, and for being Delta’s snow removal workhorse.  

 

I also want to thank Doug, Dale, Gary, and Bob for their work throughout the year to make 

sure the church is pleasant and secure for the 400-plus people who use our building every 

month. 
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MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT 

BILL URIE 

 

Your present M&P Committee comprises: 

• Sylvia Richards  
• Cathy Scott  
• William (Bill) Urie (Chair) 
• Ron Webster 

Unfortunately, Dianne Chesebrough left the committee, as she moved from Hamilton. 

The role of Delta United Church’s Ministry and Personnel (M&P) Committee is to:  

• provide a confidential consultative and supportive agency for the staff of the church 

and for members and adherents of the congregation;  

• review working conditions and remuneration for all staff; 

• oversee the relationship among staff and between staff and members of the 

congregation;   

• annually review and evaluate staff;  

• regularly review the responsibilities of all staff of the pastoral charge and revise 

position descriptions when requested by the Board/Council; and  

• work to resolve conflict at the earliest possible stage. 

 

At Delta, we are blessed with great staff! We are fortunate to have these individuals working 

with us: 

Reverend Shelley Smith, our Minister, enters her seventh year with Delta in 2017.  

Shiona Mackenzie is our Administrative Assistant. She started in May of 2015 and works 

3 hours a week in the office. 

Heather Snowden, our Music Worship Leader, started with us in October 2015. 

Robert (Bob) Penner and Mike Van Oldenbarneveld are our Custodians. Bob works 

during the week and Mike on the weekends. Delta is a very busy place, with our 

Congregation, youth groups, and those who rent need our clean, well maintained facilities.  

Denise Forget, our Sunday School Administrator, begins her fourth year with Delta in 

2017. 

2016 has been a challenging year at Delta, but our staff has been patient, hard-working, 

creative, and understanding. 

If you wish to discuss any staff issues, please contact any member of the M&P Committee. 
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SENIOR CHOIR COMMITTEE REPORT 

CATHY SCOTT 

 

Senior Choir Committee Members: 

 President: Cathy Scott 

 Secretary: Joan Wildish  

 Social Conveners: Joyce Robb, Joan Wildish  

 Treasurer: Sandy Simmons  

 

2016 was a quiet year as the Senior Choir continued to introduce all our favorite anthems 

to Delta United Church’s new Music Worship Leader, Heather Snowden.    

With a year at Delta under her belt, Heather has proven she has excellent teaching skills 

and her outgoing personality has been an asset in working with our Senior Choir of some 

ten singers.  

Heather’s experience as a private flute teacher and as a music camp coach has given us the 

additional opportunity of hearing some of her students’ lovely flute playing at our Sunday 

services. Heather performs a major role in the church by volunteering her time and 

arranging for several of her musical friends to hold fundraising concerts in our Sanctuary.   

Heather creates beautiful music, especially in her major area of specialty – the flute, and we 

enjoy listening to her selections during services. She has also worked very hard this year to 

master our church organ.   

On a sad note, Delta lost a gentle, dedicated choir member and dear friend – Jimmy 

Holmes. He was one of our ‘three musketeers’ who sat quietly in the bass section of the 

choir loft. I can still hear him singing ‘Danny Boy’ softly behind me, a song he loved to sing, 

but we could never convince him to sing as a solo to the congregation.   

If anyone, young or old, would like to join us for a time of song and fellowship, Senior Choir 

practices are held on Thursday nights from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 9:45 

a.m. (for 30 minutes before the service). 
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

SUE ANDERSEN 

 

The present Worship and Christian Education Committee consists of: 

 Sue Andersen   Kathy Barker  

 Sarah Ferguson  Denise Forget 

 Joyce Robb  Rev. Shelley Smith  

 Heather Snowden  Hugh Tope  

 Janis Webster  

 

In 2016, the Worship and Christian Education (W&CE) Committee supported Delta United 

Church congregants and Choir Director with Sunday Services, Taizé Services, Communion, 

Baptisms; and the Church School Coordinator, with Delta’s children and youth. 

We held five meetings in 2016. 

We cut our budget significantly, trimming $1,500 off the 2016 budget to try and help with 

meeting the 2017 church budget. Our Christian Education budget has been cut back to 

$800; the Worship budget is now $500; and our Music budget is $1,500.  

Therefore, our total budget for 2017 is $2,800.  

Church School is under the direction of Denise Forget, who does a great job with the 

children and youth. We have seen some very low attendance on some Sundays and higher 

on others; three youth and about seven children regularly attended. This fluctuation makes 

it hard to plan lessons and crafts, and to gauge the type of lesson too. 

Our 2016 church year began with the annual meeting, followed by our Anniversary Sunday 

in February. Scouting groups celebrated Baden Powell’s Birthday during our service. The 

World Day of Prayer was held at Delta and approximately 50 people attended the Cuban 

service.  

March brought Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and the Easter morning sunrise service at Van 

Wagner’s Beach. Our Easter services were thought-provoking and memorable.  

Taking place in May, October, and November, we had three baptisms – three new members 

joined the Delta family. 

Wesley Urban Ministries’ 25th annual ‘Case for Kids Walk, Run & Ride’ took place on in 

June, 2016, and we had a small, but lively, group participate.  

At the end of June, we enjoyed ‘Celebration Sunday’ with a Barbecue and we moved our 

services downstairs for the summer. It’s so much cooler in Memory Hall!  
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Reverend Shelley was on holiday in July, and many of our members helped lead our 

services for that month. The response was wonderful and we appreciate all who assisted 

and gave of themselves.  

Our Music Worship Leader, Heather Snowden, was on holiday in August, so Delta members 

with musical talent led the music portion of the summer services with Rev. Shelley. 

Thanksgiving quickly arrived and we were back upstairs. The Sanctuary was beautifully 

decorated with harvest bounty and then it was taken to Wesley to be distributed to those in 

need. 

The Remembrance Day service included the Scouting groups and a trumpeter. It was a 

wonderful service in memory of those who fought and died so that we have the life we do 

today. Another concert was held in the afternoon making it a busy Sunday. 

For our October Hallowe’en service led by Sarah Ferguson, congregants were encouraged to 

attend in costume. 

November brought many church-related events. Decorating the Sanctuary is always a 

wonderful way to spend the afternoon with fellow congregants helping to bring the 

Christmas spirit to life… Our three kings decoration moved along each week with the help 

of our youth and children under Denise’s guidance. 

Advent, the Longest Night (Quiet/Blue) service, and the annual Turkey Dinner and Pageant 

are all traditions at Delta that continue to be well-attended and enjoyed by all.  

White Gift Sunday brought many terrific toys and lots of food boxes for the families at 

Wesley, as well as some donations from our ‘Kids Only Shopping’ event. 

The Greater Good Singers held a concert in the Sanctuary in December. It was a wonderful 

afternoon for all who came and enjoyed the choir and their Christmas music. 

As usual, Our Christmas Eve service was busy, well attended, and beautiful. Nothing can 

help you get in the Christmas spirit like ‘Silent Night’ as the last hymn of the service with 

everyone holding lit candles around the church. 

Delta United Church did not have a service on Dec. 25th this year. 

Many thanks to the W&CE Committee members for their continued support. I must say we 

had great meetings throughout 2016. It’s been a wonderful group to work with, always 

brimming with laughter and smiles.  
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SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 

CATHY SCOTT 

 

The current Service Committee comprises: 

 Joe Barker   Tricia (Trish) Fraser 

 Sarah Ferguson  Doug Robb  

 Cathy Scott (Chair)  Hugh Tope 

  

Our functions include opening the church on Sunday mornings and before special services; 

preparing and closing the Sanctuary before and after worship (lights, sound system, 

lighting and blowing out the candles); operating the chair lift; making coffee for the narthex; 

and clean-up of the pews at the end of worship.   

An additional task of this committee is to ensure that our new grand piano gets covered 

after Sunday services.   

Since a few members of our team are Choir members, we are assisted by a number of 

“angels” from the congregation who help as ushers and greeters, running the chair lift, 

preparing and clearing up the coffee in the narthex. Thank you for supporting us and 

helping our committee run smoothly. 

I would also like to thank my fellow committee members for their caring, hard work and 

dedication to their tasks, which allowed me to comfortably say “nothing to report” at Delta’s 

Council meetings in 2016.    
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 CONCERT COMMITTEE REPORT 

REV. SHELLEY SMITH 

 

Concert Committee Members:   

 Sarah Ferguson   Rev. Shelley Smith 

 Heather Snowden  Janis Webster  

 Jack White  

 

We are a newly formed committee as of January 1, 2016. We met several times throughout 

the year and were able to hold three concerts during 2016: two chamber music concerts on 

May 1 and July 31, as well as a Christmas concert on December 18.  

These three concerts generated proceeds in the amount of $1,130. We will continue to hold 

concerts throughout the coming year.  

Special thanks to the Concert Committee and to the Mission and Outreach Committee for 

helping set up for the concerts and provide refreshments after the concerts.  

Special thanks also to Delta area residents for supporting these concerts. 

May we continue to offer wonderful music in 2017! 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

PATTIE TONI 

 

The present Mission and Outreach (M&O) Committee consists of: 

 Joe Barker  Judy Brown  

 Dianne Chesebrough  Rev. Shelley Smith  

 Pattie Toni (Chair)  Gloria Weir  

 June Willrich  

 

In 2016, we lost a beloved Committee member with the passing of June Willrich. 

The M&O Committee conducted various drives to support of Edith’s Pantry and Wesley 

Centre.  

In February – Toonies for Socks: toonies were collected to purchase socks for the Foot 

Clinic that works with Wesley Centre.    

In the spring, we continued to look for donations of food items and also personal hygiene 

items in celebration of Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. 

Gloria provided us with Wesley’s latest list of donation needs. The laminated copy has been 

posted by the donation box to remind Delta United Church congregants of Wesley Centre’s 

ongoing needs. 

We received a letter and Certificate of Thanksgiving from the Mission & Service of the 

United Church of Canada, recognizing Delta’s donation of $9,402 in 2015. The Certificate 

was presented to our congregation and then posted on the bulletin board. 

In December, we sponsored White Gift Sunday looking for donations of Christmas gifts for 

Wesley Centre’s annual Christmas Store. 
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DELTA UNITED CHURCH SOCIAL CLUB (DUSC) REPORT 

KATHY BARKER 
 

DUSC began 2016 as usual with a planning meeting. At this meeting we played board 

games and generally had a good time while organizing the upcoming year. This involves 

planning the monthly events and who will host them. 

The events generally include food, fun, laughter and good conversation. Usually in March 

we prepare and serve dinner for the many clients of Wesley Centre.  

During the course of 2016 we enjoyed fun times at the Binbrook Fair followed by a wine 

and cheese evening; a tour of Battlefield house, also followed by wine and cheese; mini-putt 

followed by a BBQ.  

A few favourites of the group are: soup night followed by games; BBQs; and a wrap-up 

Christmas dinner. 

While everyone in our church seems so busy doing something, it is a refreshing break to sit 

back and just enjoy each other’s company.  

You are all certainly invited to join us. We meet on the third Saturday of each month 

(usually), from September to June. 

 

 

 

 



DUC Annual Report 2016 Page 18 
 

DELTA BOOK CLUB REPORT 

HELEN MARTIN 
 

Delta Book Club is a group of about a dozen people who enjoy books. There is no formal 

membership; anyone who likes to read is welcome. We even have regular members from 

outside our church.  

We happily added a few new members in 2016, but on October 29 we were saddened to lose 

long-time member and avid reader, Mary Hamilton. 

Sometimes we have a movie night to accompany a book that we've read... popcorn included.  

Through individual interpretation of stories, we learn new things about each other.   

Our Club is registered with the Hamilton Public Library (HPL) and we borrow Club Kits 

which include 12 books with prepared discussion materials. We keep them for 

approximately six weeks.  

Anyone is welcome to borrow a book even if you can't attend the discussion group. Sign-out 

sheets for HPL books are kept inside the Kit bags. The bags are normally kept in the little 

library area, off the choir room. 

In 2016, we read the following: 

 Beach Strip  
by John Lawrence Reynolds   

 Beautiful Ruins  
by Jess Walter 

 Caleb's Crossing  
by Geraldine Brooks  

 Crow Lake  
by Mary Lawson   

 The No.1 Ladies' Detective Agency  
by Alexander McCall Smith   

 Mennonite in a Little Black Dress  
by Rhoda Janzen  

 Other Side of the Bridge  

by Mary Lawson 

 Painter's Craft  
by Susan N. Statham 

 Small Island  
by Andrea Levy 

 

   

Our own Delta 'library' has many books for lending. Check the corner bookcase outside the 

choir room. A sign-out sheet is available on the shelf and everyone is welcome to borrow. 
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CROWN POINT COMMUNITY REPORT 

JULIE GIBSON 
 

I have continued to go to the Crown Point Community Planning Team (CPCPT) meetings on 

behalf of Delta United Church throughout 2016.  

Their meetings were held at Crown Point Community Church for the first seven months or 

so of 2016, and then relocated to Laidlaw United Church, as Crown Point Community 

Church had some structural problems, as I understand it. The CPCPT Executive had been 

actively looking for a new location prior to the problem at Crown Point Community Church, 

so as to have space for childcare and to be wheelchair accessible. To date, such a location 

has not been obtained. Laidlaw United Church has kindly allowed the CPCPT to meet in 

their church basement; however, it is not wheelchair accessible. 

As set out in my previous reports regarding this group, the number of people attending the 

meetings varies. People come to see what CPCPT is about, and if they don’t like what they 

are hearing, they won’t be back for the next meeting, or any other meetings. 

CPCPT encouraged local residents to organize community events, such as the “DeLight 

Festival” on the Pipeline Trail between Province and Graham Streets in February. Another 

one is scheduled for February 2017, and it will be taking place at Delta Park, where Main 

and King Street meet. This time, they are collecting water bottles and going to string lights 

between the bottles. The group working on this project meets at The Café every Monday 

night, and if any of you wish to donate water bottles for this project, you can drop them off 

at the Café, or give them to me at Church to take to The Café. 

There have been a few local social/hobby groups formed this year too. I’ve joined the 

Knitting Club that meets on Monday nights at The Café.  

CPCPT has been contacted by Holy Family Church on Cannon St. East about having some 

of their pavement made into a garden. This project will start in the spring, 2017. 

There is now a Kenilworth Action Team consisting of some Crown Point Planning Team and 

Homeside Planning Team members. Homeside Hub was formed this year.  

The Kenilworth Action Team has been endeavouring to improve and beautify Kenilworth 

Avenue North from Barton Street to Main Street. They are also hoping to form a Business 

Improvement Area on Kenilworth Avenue North. In the past, Kenilworth has been mixed 

housing and businesses. 

CPCPT held a Christmas Potluck gathering on December 19th and instead of a team cooking 

turkeys or hiring a caterer to cook them as in the past, in 2016, the CPCPT Executive got 

trays of lasagna and penne from Parm House, a new business located in the old Bank of 

Montreal building at Kenilworth and Newlands. People attending that meeting each brought 

a dish and good time was held by all. 
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31ST
 SCOUTING GROUP REPORT 

CAM SMITH 
 

As of Dec. 31st, 2016, the 31st had a membership of 81 youth and 29 adult volunteers, 

noting a slight decrease in youth membership as we reviewed our programs and 

appropriate ratios to ensure an ongoing, quality program. Despite this slight decrease, 31st 

Hamilton continues to be one of the largest and most active groups in Hamilton. We are 

also one of the oldest, having served the youth of our community for over 90 years. All four 

Sections have once again applied for the Program Quality Standard award for the 2015-16 

year. 

 

GROUP COMMITTEE 

Chair: Cam Smith – Commissioner, 31st Hamilton Group  

Co-Chair: Kevin Thur 

Treasurer: Cliff Vanderveen Fundraising: Bryan Cowell 

Registration: Tony Mizzi Program: Section Leaders 

Delta Church Rep.: William Urie Resource Leaders: Keith Rice, Todd Martin, Nich Spino 

 

 
BEAVERS  23 youth members meeting Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:30pm 

Leader: Karen Smith  

Youth Leader: Trinity McCully 

Assistants: Corey Coakley, Cindy DePodesta, Susannah 
Lewis, Samantha Therrien, Anne Krawetz, Michelle Paxton, 
Juli Potter, Sara Trewolla  

 

 
CUBS  27 youth members meeting Mondays, 6:30 – 8:00pm     

Leader: Dana McKechnie  

Youth Leader: Michael Wilson 

Assistants: Shannon McCully, Colin Wilson, Alicia MacNeill, 
Doug McGuigan, Monte MacDonald 

  

 

SCOUTS  25 youth members meeting Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:30pm     

Leader: Thomas McKechnie 

Youth Leader: Connor Barry 

Assistants: Robert Lewis, Thomas Daniels, Tony 
Mizzi, Doug McGuigan, James Steeves 

 

VENTURERS  6 youth members meeting Tuesdays, 7:15 - 9:30pm      

                 Advisors: Jacob Bell, Thomas Daniels 
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LEADER RECOGNITION 

  Medal of Merit  Tony Mizzi, presented March 2016 

  Medal for Good Service  Colin Watson, presented March 2016 
 

Additionally, a total of ten Certificates of Commendation were presented to various members 

of our leadership team throughout 2016. 

 

SERVICE RECOGNITION 

  55 Years Robert Lewis, presented March 2016 

  40 Years Susannah Lewis, presented March 2016 

  30 Years Kevin Thur, presented March 2016 

  5 Years Shannon McCully, presented March 2016  
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DELTA UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (UCW) REPORT 

JOAN WILDISH 

 

The current UCW members are: 

 Past President – Joyce Robb  President – Joan Wildish 

 Unit President – Helen Martin  Recording Secretary – Pat Gubbins 

 Corresponding Secretary – Colleen Earl  Treasurer – Sandra Simmons 

 

Our UCW group comprises ten women who are faithful stewards in our church. Our 

meetings are the third Tuesday of each month preceded by the Taizé Service. Twice during 

the year, we hold dinners to which all women of the church are invited.  

In May 2016, we had a Pot Luck Dinner with a game afterwards led by Dorothy Hagel and 

Laurel Horning.  

In December, we had a dinner catered by Trish and Sarah. 

The UCW women this year have continued to be very busy supporting our church and 

community by providing help, food, and funding for numerous events. We help out at the 

Scout Banquet in February, the Rummage/Garage Sale in April and October, and the 

Christmas Bazaar in November, for which we also help make Meat Pies.   

This past year, we were privileged to co-ordinate the funeral receptions for two of Delta’s 

faithful members who passed away – June Willrich and Bruce Macdonald. 

In 2016, the UCW paid for a new window in the large kitchen, gave a donation to Dave 

Madden for his brickwork on our building, and paid for renovations done to our parlour 

washroom. 

The UCW made donations in the amount of $9,125 to Delta United Church  

We would like to invite all women who are interested to join our group. 
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DELTA UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (UCW) FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2016 

JOAN WILDISH 

 

Balance on hand January 1, 2016: $7823.56 

 

                                              CREDITS   DEBITS 

RECEIPTS 

Envelopes                               459.05 

Donations                                520.00 

General Projects                  4173.40 

Bazaar                                 6047.20 

Sock Fund                               161.55 

Flowers                                  320.60   11,891.80 

                                                                                               19,715.36 

                                                                                                                                                      

DISBURSEMENTS 

Presbytery & Conference Fees:      60.00 

 

Congregation: 

Delta Church    8500.00 

Welfare Fund      300.00 

Parlour Bathroom      822.25 

Brick Work       500.00                               

            10,122.25 

 

United Church Appeals: 

Wesley Centre      125.00* 

Mission & Service      2500.00 

        2625.00 

Community Appeals: 

Debbie Berquist – Haiti      406.65 (300. Cn) 

Scout Badges         51.98 

        458.63 

UCW: 

Social Functions & Kitchen                       337.66 

General Projects Expenses                         532.65 

Flowers/gifts                                             337.18 

Life Membership                                        120.00 

Transfer 10% to Renewal Fund                 1000.00 

         2327.49                       15,593.37 
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**Balance on hand December 31, 2016: $4,121.99 

 

*Actual yearly donation to Wesley Centre is $400. The remaining amount of $325.00 will be added 
to our 2017 donation. 

**A Chaplaincy Fund Cheque for $100.00 was not cashed. 

 

 

RENEWAL FUND ACCOUNT 

Balance on hand January 1, 2016: $3964.31 

Receipts: 

Transfer 10% from General Account  1000.00 

                                                                  4964.31 

 

Disbursements: 

Kitchen Window Payment   3898.50 

 

 

Balance on hand December 31, 2016: $1065.81 
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UCW’S PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET 

JOAN WILDISH 

 

 
 ESTIMATED RECEIPTS                     2016                                      2017 

 Unit Offerings                                     400.00                                     400.00 

 General Projects                               2500.00                                  2500.00 

 Christmas Bazaar                             5000.00                                  5000.00 

 Kitchen Rentals                                 2000.00                                 2500.00 

                                                            9,900.00                             10,400.00 

 

  

 ESTIMATED DISBURSEMENTS 

 United Church M&S                        2500.00                                 2500.00 

 Presbytery                                             60.00                                       60.00 

                                                            2560.00                                 2560.00 

 
  

 CONGREGATIONAL 

 Welfare Plan                                       300.00                                    300.00  

 Renewal Fund-10% Projects         750.00                                    750.00 

 Delta United Church                       3500.00                                 4050.00 

 Christian Education                          200.00                                    200.00 

 Flowers, Memorial, Gifts                  200.00                                    200.00 

                                                                       5000.00                                 5500.00 

 
  

 U.C.W. 

 Literature & Programs                         50.00                                       50.00 

 Kitchen Supplies & Maintenance     600.00                                    600.00 

                                                                    650.00                                   650.00 
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 SUPPLIES & SOCIAL ASSISTANCE        2016                                      2017 

 Wesley Centre                                      400.00                                    400.00 

 Chaplaincy Fund                                  100.00                                    100.00 

 Haiti Donation                                      300.00                                    300.00 

 Bursary Fund                                        150.00                                    150.00 

 Edith’s Pantry                                      450.00                                     450.00 

 Fellowship of the Least Coin              50.00                                        50.00 

                                                                       1450.00                                   1450.00 

  
 Miscellaneous                                      240.00                                     240.00 

                                                                            240.00                                      240.00 

                          9,900.00                               10,400.00 
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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 

DIANE PARENTE 

 

 
The current Trustees are: 

 Don Gray                              Arnold Hagel 

 Bob MacDougall                 Diane Parente (Secretary)              

 Doug Robb   Rev. Shelly Smith  

 Gary Wildish  

  

Your Trustees continued to meet throughout 2016, as we endeavored to monitor Delta 

United Church’s investments (GICs), and make prudent use of the funds we had available. 

We made two transfers of $10,000 each, into the General Fund, on a loan basis, to buoy up 
the General Fund. This was a proactive step, so we would not require the use of our 

$20,000 Line Of Credit, which we have with First Ontario Credit Union. 

This year, we were very pleased to receive a number of Memorial Donations that helped us 

to make the loan payments to the General Fund.  

Thanks to all for your continued support. 

The three GIC’s that we are now holding, for a total of $95,000, will mature in 2017. 

Decisions will be made in early 2017, as to our best course of action for allotting the 
reinvestment of those funds. 

Following is our actual 2016 Financial Statement, showing our General Fund transfer 
activity, our Credit Union balance, & the summary of our GIC investments. 
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TRUSTEES’ 2016 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

DIANE PARENTE 
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APPENDICES 

 

A. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR YEAR 2015 
 

                   HELEN MARTIN, AGM SECRETARY  
 

Date/Time: Sunday, February 28, 2016 / 10:30 a.m. 

Location: D.U.C. Sanctuary 

Present:  (49)  Ameriga S. Alonzo, Jos Bailey, Laurel Bailey, Joe Barker, Kathy Barker, Teresa Boyd, Judy Brown, Dianne 

Chesebrough, Colleen Earl, Sarah Ferguson, Lee Fraser, Trish Fraser, Julie Gibson, Pat Gubbins, Dorothy Hagel, Mary 

Hamilton, Jim Holmes, Mhairi Holmes, Dale Lenz, Lu Lenz, Miriam Macdonald, Bob MacDougall, Shiona Mackenzie-

Morrison, Ian Mackenzie-Morrison, Helen Martin, David Muir, Diane Muir-Dixon, Kathy North, Diane Parente, June 

Peace, Shirley Pickard, Doug Robb, Joyce Robb, Cathy Scott, Sandra Simmons, Rev. Shelley Smith, Heather Snowden, 

Pattie Toni, Hugh Tope, Marilyn Tope, Bill Urie, Janis Webster, Ron Webster, Gloria Weir, Gary Wildish, Joan Wildish, June 

Willrich, Rhonda Wood, Harold Wortman 

Greeting from the Chairperson of Church Council - Joe Barker 
Joe expressed his privilege in serving this congregation despite concerns of an on-going deficit.  He 
encouraged all to consider Delta as their first charity and to continue support by volunteering for jobs and 
activities that will ensure our future.  

 

Devotional Moment - Rev. Shelley Smith    
Rev. Shelley reflected on the wish for openness by our church family at this time and remembered the loss of 
member, Doris Bell in 2015. 

 

Election of Chairperson and Secretary for the Annual Meeting 
Moved by Joe Barker, seconded by Doug Robb, that Sarah Ferguson chair this annual meeting.  Carried. 

Moved by Kathy Barker, seconded by Joe Barker, that Helen Martin record the Minutes.  Carried. 

 

Adoption of 2016 Agenda    
The following Reports were added to Agenda: Always Moving Forward (AMF), Nominating Committee, United 
Church Women (UCW) Financial Reports, the 2016 Delta Budget.  Motion to adopt Agenda by Joe Barker; 
seconded by Doug Robb. Carried. 

 

Eligibility of Voting Privileges 
Moved by Joyce Robb, seconded by June Peace that voting privileges include adherents.  Carried. 

 

Approval of 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes, held February 15, 2015 
Addition:  Election of Janis Webster as Secretary at the 2015 meeting.   Approval moved by Helen Martin; 
seconded by Miriam Macdonald.  Carried. 
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Financial Report – 2015  
Gloria Weir, Treasurer, moved the adoption of the printed Financial Report; Joe Barker seconded. 

No discussion. Carried. 

 

Presentation of Budget for 2016 
Treasurer Gloria Weir distributed addendum and moved for acceptance.  Seconded by Miriam Macdonald. 

Discussion: 

-  Joe Barker clarified the loss and income changes to our rental situations. He credited Gary Wildish with 
these efforts and offered thanks on behalf of the congregation. 

-  June Peace queried the Trustees transfer; TBA during Trustees Report. She also commented that UCW had 
already transferred funds to the General Account thus far in 2016. 

-  Janis Webster queried Fundraising/Concert Committee role; TBA under New Business. 

-  Ron Webster noted the $28,630 deficit that we begin 2016 with is actually a work in progress and with 
consistent support and continuing positive attitude we will move forward.  

Motion unanimously Carried. 

 

Approval of Committee Reports:                                                                                         
Trustees Report:  Gary Wildish motioned for acceptance; Trish Fraser seconded. 

Discussion: 

- Gary offered the following clarification.  

 The Trustees have set up a $20.000.00 Line Of Credit, at the First Ontario Credit Union, to offset any possible 
deficiency in the General Fund, which could affect paying salaries, & monthly bills. 

 This Line Of Credit is actually like an insurance policy; we do not want to use it, but it is always available to us. 
Our $120.000.00 designated Manse Fund has now been reduced to $95,000.00, with  approx. $25,000.00 in 
our bank account, with no other GIC'S maturing until 2017. 

- Doug Robb provided edification of loans from Trustees to General Fund. 

- Joyce Robb questioned the George Walker Music Fund.  The number shown separately in the Report is an 'on  

  paper only' amount with the actual being part of the total bank balance.  

- Ron Webster questioned the designated memorial funds.  Doug explained that they remain on the books 
because they are dedicated and can only be removed with permission of Presbytery. Our hope is that they will 
be replenished some time in the future by donations. At this time we are borrowing that money for the 
general fund. 

Motion to Accept Carried. 

 

Nominating Report:  Sarah Ferguson motioned for acceptance.  Joe Barker seconded.  

Comments: 

Sarah effected the withdrawal of Janis Webster from Pastoral Care Committee, with thanks. 

Sarah thanked retirees; Dakota Clark from Property and Harold Wortman from Pastoral Care Committees.  

No new nominations were required to fill the Council roster. 

Motion to Accept. Carried. 

Motion to accept all Committee Reports by Joe Barker. Seconded by Dale Lenz.   Carried. 
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New Business: 
Sarah initiated nominations  for 2016 Nominating Committee;  Helen Martin, Joyce Robb. Third member to be 
appointed by Council. Moved by Joe Barker. Seconded by Bill Urie. Carried. 

Joe Barker made the following motion:  " that Delta United Church approve the establishment of a "Concert 
Committee".  The purpose of this Committee would be to review and make recommendations to Council on any 
proposed concerts held at Delta.  The members would be: Rev. Shelley Smith, Janis Webster, Sarah Ferguson, 
Heather Snowden and Jack White. "  Joe added that this group is not for the purpose of soliciting 
performances.   

Motion seconded by Gloria Weir.  2 opposed; 2 abstained.  Carried.  

Bill Urie, in regards to Delta's current financial situation, suggested Council strive for strategies i.e. fundraising, 
growth and improvement.  Discussion resulted:  Joyce Robb reminded us that Council already has this 
mandate.  Joe Barker relayed that Council has discussed a 'working' group to consider finances, fundraising 
and respond back to congregation. 

June Peace proposed an Always Moving Forward (AMF) rep be part of this group.  

Hugh Tope expressed a requirement to submit a completed, collated Annual Report to Presbytery. 

   

Recognition & Thanks to Staff:  by Bill Urie on behalf of Church Council 
-  Shiona Mackenzie, Office Assistant, works Wed. afternoons, and is an asset to Rev. Shelly and Sunday 
worship bulletins. 

-  Heather Snowden, Worship Music Leader, has proven dexterity with 3 musical instruments and has 
established an amiable relationship with the choir. 

-  Denise Forget, Kids' Church Co-coordinator, continues her work and concern for our children. 

-  Custodians Bob Penner & Mike Van Oldenbarneveld have proven to be efficient and helpful to us in many  

   ways. 

-  Rev. Shelley Smith has entered her 6th year as our spiritual leader and we are very grateful for her care for 
us.     

Joan Wildish thanked Bill Urie for all the extra help he gives Delta. 

Ron Webster thanked Joe Barker for his success as Council Chair. 

Move to adjourn at 12:20 p.m. by Joe Barker; seconded by Joyce Robb.  Carried. 
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B. COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

1) Finance 

 maintains and deploys the assets of the congregation to fulfill the mission of the congregation 

 secures contributions for the current expenses of the local congregation, including the salary of staff, 
presbytery allocations, and the Mission and Service Fund of The United Church of Canada 

 disburses the money received for these purposes according to a congregationally approved budget 

 secures contributions from participants through regular giving, including pre-authorized remittance 
(PAR) 

 presents regular reports on the condition of finances and property to each meeting of the Board 
 
 

2) Mission and Outreach (Community/World Engagement) 

 oversees the outreach of the congregation in evangelism and social action within the community, 
city, country and world 
 

3) Pastoral Care 

 ensures those within our church family who require special attention and prayer are taken care of 

 ensures the cards are sent during special occasions  
 

4) Property 

 manages maintenance of the building, both inside and out 

 manages maintenance of the all equipment 

 secures, maintains, and works with all renters of the building  

 

5) Ministry and Personnel (M&P) 

 provides a confidential consultative and supportive agency for the staff of the church and for 
members and adherents of the congregation(s) 

 reviews working conditions and remuneration for all staff 

 oversees the relationship among staff and all members of the congregation 

 annually reviews and evaluates staff 

 regularly reviews the responsibilities of all staff of the pastoral charge and revises position 
descriptions when requested by the Board/Council 

 

6) Worship and Christian Education 

 co-ordinates the Christian Education of all - young and old 

 co-ordinates worship and special services 

 keeps the roll of the congregation and a record of children and adherents 

 keeps the register of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
 

 

 



DUC Annual Report 2016 Page 33 
 

 

 

7) Service  

 coordinates opening the doors and the sanctuary, setting up the microphones, making and setting up 
pre-service coffee and tea, turning on the lights, lighting candles  

 ensures all is put away, turned off, closed and blown out at the end of service 

 mans the chair lift before and after service 
 

8) Board of Trustees 

 responsible for all property, including the sale, maintenance, new building and use of said property, 
because the title to all property is in their names 

 maintains and invests all funds that are donated as a memorial, or gathered from the sale of church 
assets 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


